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By Victor Yap
Wh it comes to develop-
enmem. most of it is
concentrated in the West Coast and
Southern Corridor of the Peninsular. The
East Coast and East Malaysia do have
some forms of advancement but it is
not as driven or technologically inclined
as its heavily populated counterparts.
However, the status quo is fast chang-
ing now thanks to the efforts of its
respective state governments. They are
quickly entrenching these lesser devel-
oped regions in the minds of many.
Rich in natural resources in the form
of oil reserves and designated lumber-
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ing activities, both the Peninsular East
Coast and East Malaysia have become
major hubs for the resource gathering
and processing industry. These were
the initial focus areas of these state
governments but for Terengganu some-
thing else caught its attention.

Aiming to create other avenues for
economic growth, the Terengganu state
government has been considering many
areas of businesses to nurture and
accelerate. One noteworthy area is a
type of sea sport that has been highly
associated with Terengganu in recent
years - sailing.

With Kuala Terengganu being the
centre of attention for this sport, the
interest among the locals have grown
tremendously. Situated next to the open
sea and based around the mouth of the
Terengganu River, the state capital, has
organised a world class sailing event
to create a captive market that can be
used to push sailing forward.

Called the Monsoon Cup, it is a match
race sailing competition that brings
together some of the best sailing crews
from around the world to compete for
championship points. Part of the World
Match Racing Tour, the Monsoon Cup
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